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Summary  

In recent years, rural and urban exploration tourism has become more visible, especially 

during the last year, when the world and Latvia have been taken over by a global pandemic 

and many countries have closed their borders to traveling. This type of tourism is associated 

with the term "abandoned" as defined by the author as "an uninhabited, forgotten and / or 

seriously worn-out building or area with an untidy and / or degrading image". There have 

been a lot of suggestions and photos of abandoned objects on the Internet in the last year, 

but there is no information available about their legal visitations or excursions.  

Taking into account the recent topicality of rural and urban exploration and the author's 

Rural  and urban exploration tourism 

in Latvia. How to sell it?

situation in rural and urban exploration tourism, as well as to find out how to sell rural and 

urban exploration tourism most effectively by creating offers; to develop proposals for the 

commercialization of rural and urban exploration tourism, i.e. offers - excursions and events.  

The study consists of an introduction, five chapters and nine appendices. The first chapter 

contains information with a historical background, i.e. the last 30 years in the history of 

Latvia - political and economic factors contributing to the formation of abandoned buildings 

/ places.  

The second chapter describes the main object of the study - the characteristics of rural and 

urban exploration tourism with the compilation of world-accepted definitions, the creation 

of a new definition: "

documentation and 'sense' of man-made buildings or their ruins - usually abandoned 

ruins or elements of the man-made environment that are 'invisible' in everyday life, 

sometimes without complying with laws and regulations" and the classification of 

abandoned building / places. New definition in English is close to already existing one, but 

the term: urban exploration only applies to urban spaces, that is why author decided to create 

new term in English as well which is more broader concept similar to the new term 

 in Latvian.  

The third chapter summarizes the urban exploration tourism offer in Latvia and in the world 

in order to understand how it is organized and sold.  

Qualitative research methods were used in the study: research of literature and Internet 

resources, content analysis, semi-structured interviews with two tourism professionals and 
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six urban explorers, two of whom lead tours throughout Europe. It is described in the first 

subsection of Chapter Four. The chapter continues with a reflection of the content analysis, 

a summary of the respondents' views and the observation included. The study showed that 

urban exploration tourism can be sold, but it is not always legal, but it is still organized.  

In the concluding fifth chapter, based on the researched information and the results of the 

research part, the author has made seven proposals for the sale of urban exploration as part 

of tourism offers: sale of legal routes already created  and to offer a service - coordination 

of the site inspection with the owner, also creation of excursion routes upon individual 

application. Summarizing the content of the study, it was concluded that in the territory of 

Latvia so far this activity has not been considered as a type of tourism, there is no legislation 

and even definitions that the author of the study developed in the course of the study. 

However, this activity is relatively popular and is organized without regard to legal aspects. 

This study offers several options for how it is legally possible to sell this type of tourism: 

1. An excursion route has been developed, in which the sightseeing objects and the excursion 

have been coordinated with their owners;  

2. Incorporated to compile abandoned churches on a digital map;  

 

4. Use of abandoned buildings as an additional attraction - a place to hold concerts, or a place 

to use as an excape room. 
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